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 W 
e have placed a small statue, a 
replica of the Virgin of Autun, in 
our home in the mountains.  For 

us, it is a way of honouring Mary by placing 
her at the centre of this family place. Seeing 
it, one person with a pure and simple faith 
was spellbound: ñOhéhowébeautifulésheéis!éIé
really love the Holy Virgin, I often pray to her, I 
talkétoéherò.éThen, after reflecting for a short 
while, she added: ñCanéIéaskéaéquestion?éAé
question I have never dared to ask the priest, I 
was too afraid that he would think it a silly 
question! So, you say it is Our Lady of Autun, 
but there is also Our Lady of Laus, Notre Dame 
deélaéGarde,éNotreéDameédeéParisèételléme,éisé
there only one Holy Virgin or are there a lot of 

Editorial  

them?òéWe explained to her that Mary has the 
sole mission of getting us to know her son 
Jesus and that, for us to be reached where we 
are, she comes close to the point of resembling 
us: She forms Metis in Mexico, she spoke 
dialectç toç Bernadetteæç Ifç thereç areç manyç
representations of the Holy Virgin, it is a way 
for her to be universal and better announce to 
the world that Jesus, her son, is the Son of God. 
On the other hand, the representations or 
icons of Jesus are quite similar: they show us a 
quite tall man, brown, bearded, Mediterranean 
looking. Our friend was reassured and we 
thanked her for asking us a far from silly 
question! She allowed us to better understand 
that our Christian identity can be developed in 
various ways according to our faith and culture, 
but that it is centred on the person of Jesus 
Christ. When we are able to meet Jesus, it is 
certain that he is going to send us on a mission. 
 
 It all started at the foot of the cross where 
his mother and the sister of his mother, Mary, 
wife of Clopas and Mary Magdalene stood.  
Jesus, seeing his mother, and close to her the 
disciple he loved, said to his mother: ñWoman,é
here is your son.  Then he said to the disciple: Here 
iséyourémotheròé(Jn 19: 25-27). Through St John, 
we have become the sons and daughters of 
Mary. Moreover, the Faith and Light prayer 
invites us to follow Mary to the cross: Help us to 
be faithfully present, with her, at the foot of the 
cross, near the crucified of the world. 

 

 At the beginning of July, all the coordinators 
from the Faith and Light provinces across the 
whole world are going to meet in Poland for a 
ïCoordinatorsç Councilð,ç aç niceç bigç wordç toç
name a meeting where, as always in Faith and 
Light, we are going to celebrate, share and 
prayçtogetheræçButçthereçwillçalsoçbeçaçbitçofç

 Many facets...  Ghislain du Chéné 
International coordinator  



3 

 

work: we have all, throughout this year, 
during our times of sharing as a community, 
reflected on the questions relating to our 
identity and our core values. Everything that 
has been said will serve to start specifying 
what the identity of Faith and Light is. 
Without wanting to anticipate or influence 
this reflection, I truly believe that this identity 
is both one and many. 
 
 It is one like Jesus, the only son of the 
Father, but it is also many because, like the 
representations of Mary can be very different 
so that we can be reached wherever we are, 
the identity of Faith and Light can develop in 
various ways depending on our traditions 
and cultures. All close to one another at the 
foot of the cross, we arrive with both 
different and similar stories. I have heard 
Pope Francis use the polyhedron metaphor.  
There is something that worries me.  
Admittedly, globalisation unites us and 
therefore it has positive sides. However, I find 
that there is a good and a less good 
globalisation. The less good can be 
represented by a sphere: everyone finds 
themselves at an equal distance from the 
centre. This first illustration detaches man 
from himself, it standardises him and 
ultimately prevents him from expressing 
himself freely. The best globalisation would 
rather be a polyhedron. Everyone is united, 
but each people, each nation keeps its 
identity, its culture and its richness. The prize 
for me is this good globalisation, which lets 
us keep what defines us. This second vision 
of globalisation allows men to be united 
whilst keeping their uniqueness, which 
supports dialogue and mutual under-
standing. So that there is dialogue, there is 
one indispensable condition: start from your 

own identity. If I am not clear with myself, if I 
do not know my own religious, cultural and 
philosophic identity, I cannot address 
someone else. No dialogue without belon-
ging (Private Audience, 1 March 2016). 
 
 All of our places of belonging (province, 
country, region) must make the structure of 
Faith and Light International resemble this 
good globalisation, that of the polyhedron, a 
geometric figure not very smooth but made 
up of many facets, which are as many as 
there are places where the communities can 
feel good and close to each other. It is, it 
seems to me, one of the essential conditions 
for our small communities to shine and be 
ready to go on a mission to all those who are 
waiting for us and dream of knowing our joy!  
And as always in Faith and Light, we will end 
our meeting with a large celebration: 
perhapsç weòllç dance,ç litç byç smallç lightsç
reflected in a mirror ball? 
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Report  

 He is our peace!  
  

UKRAINE COMMUNITIES PILGRIMAGE TO SAMBIR 

A  
 pilgrimage is a time of 
spiritual renewal and 
reflection, the time to 

ask for forgiveness in order to 
draw closer to God, a time to 
leave all your concerns and 
worries at home. Faith and 
Light members love pilgrim-
ages, it is the opportunity to 
go on a journey! The opportu-
nity to know new places and 
meet old and new friends. It is 
a beautiful opportunity to be 
together and feel that God 
loves us. 
 
 For this magnificent day, 
the communities came from 
all over: Uzhgorod, Lviv, Ter-
nopil, Kyiv, Novoïavorivsk, 
Ivano-Frankivsk, Kamenetz-
Podolsk, Zhovkva, Tyachiv, 
Hust, Sambir, Truskavets, Dro-
hobych and Stryi. And we met 
like a huge family at the spot 
where the Virgin Mary ap-
peared and carried out many 
miracles. 
 
 For some communities, the 
journeyç wasnòtç easy,ç aç longç
bus trip with many stops. But 
ïHurray!ðçtheçlongçroadçendedç
and we arrived in Sambir.  
Getting off the bus, we saw 
the smiling faces of our Faith 
and Light family. We all 
wanted to speak, ask for news 
of those we had already met 
during the camp and looking 
forward to getting to know 
new people. 
 
 It is important to start at 

the beginning. First of all, 
there was the welcome on the 
square in front of the church 
followed by a Eucharist cele-
brated by our chaplains and 
Mgr Gregory Komar, who gave 
a sermon and spend the 
whole day with us, it was a 
great joy! Then the grace was 
said by our chaplain, Oleg, 
before a delicious meal: soup, 
doughnuts, tarts, fruit juices 
and grapes from Transcarpa-
thia. Everyone tried to speak 
to friends from other commu-
nities for at least a few min-
utes, or just simply smile at 
them and embrace them.  

 After lunch, on the Church 
Square, we sang and danced.  
Then, seven of the vice prov-
ince coordinators released 
doves that flew up into the 
sky as a sign of peace and 
unity. 
 
 Then we walked to the 
Church of the Nativity where 
the miraculous icon of the 
Mother of God and the relics 
of St Valentine are located.  
The cross was in front, fol-
lowed by friends in wheel-
chairs, then the bishop and 
the chaplains and followed by 
all the members of the com-
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munities recognisable by the 
banners fluttering above their 
heads. At the Church, we 
prayed to Mary and the chap-
lainç fromç theç ïChildrenç ofç
Maryðç community,ç Michaelç
Chyzhovych, told us the story 
of the Virgin of Sambir. Then 
delegates from the communi-
ties placed drawings of doves, 
upon which were written 
prayer intentions, on the altar.  
The altar was covered with 
doves as a symbol of our ar-
dent desire for peace in our 
country and all others.  We left 
them in the Church on leaving 
as a sign of our pilgrimage. 
 
 Then it was time for the 
sending off: the chaplains 
blessed each person and 
each one received a com-
memorative bracelet made 
of seven coloured beads 
representing the seven re-
gions of our province. 
 
 There was time to take 
photos before going home.  
This day, full of joy, had ended 
and we left with peaceful 
hearts. Even if some were of 
us were tired, smiles on faces 
and peace in eyes could still 
be seen.   
 
 ThisçïHeçisçourçpeaceðçpilĳ
grimage has become an an-
chor point of joy for the com-
munities. We met Jesus and 
his friends. Everyone wanted 
to be close to him, to hold his 
hand because ñwithé him,é oné

this boat in the storm, we are 
not afraid because we are sail-
ingétogether!òé 
 
   

VICTORIA SAS 
Children of Mary Community 

 Ternopil, Ukraine 

The Ukraine province  
is made up  

of 37 communities.  
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South Sudan,  
           a report in pictures  

Report  

 SARWAT RADI, COORDINATOR OF THE ñHOLY FAMILYòéPROVINCE (EGYPT NORTH, SUDAN AND SOUTH SU-

DAN) AND THE PROVINCE CHAPLAIN, FATHER GHALI, ORGANISED A FORMATION SESSION FOR THE SOUTH SU-

DAN COMMUNITIES FROM 6 TO 13 MARCH.  INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY, THAT IS TO SAY YOU, WAS ABLE TO 
DONATE 1é200éƖéSO THAT THIS SESSION COULD TAKE PLACE.  AS A THANK YOU, SARWAT HAS SENT US THIS 
PHOTOGRAPHIC REPORT. 

With the meeting management team  
With Mgr Matheo,  

auxiliary bishop of Khartoum  

With the Haj Yousef parish   With the community leaders  

Preparation  
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Times of prayer  

Teaching Times of celebration  

Une réunion avec les aumôniers 

Workshop  

Formation session  

Creative  
workshops  
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A meeting with the chaplains  

MeetingéwithétheéñVirginéMaryòécommunity Final evaluation  

Thank you to everyone who made this session possible!  

TheéñHolyéFamilyòéprovinceébringsétogetheréEgyptéNorth,éSudanéandéSouthéSudan. 
Egypt North: 21 communities, Sudan: 17 communities,  

South Sudan: 7 communities.  
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M 
ore than 200 people 
from ten communities 
from the Canada East 

province met for the Feast of 
Light. Our hosts, Émilia Quin-
tana and Andrew Dean, lead-
ers of the Holy Family commu-
nity, warmly welcomed us 
with their wonderful team; we 
also had the pleasure of a visit 
from Lise Thériault, our prov-
ince coordinator (interim) who 
brought us the latest interna-
tional news... 
 After the reunion and dis-
tribution of badges, we went 
to the church, filled for the 
occasion, so as to experience a 
beautiful Eucharist presided 
over by Father Sunny and Fa-
ther Isaac Martinez. We were 
also fortunate enough to have 
three other chaplains who 
kindly answered the call. The 
procession with our respec-
tive banners as well as the 
mime of the Presentation of 
Jesus at the temple, with 
Henri Major representing 
Simeon, was much appreci-
ated by the audience. 
 It was Yves-Patrick Au-
gustin, (vice province coordi-
nator) who mimed and sang 
the grace with his two ador-
able daughters (Myriam and 
Dominique).  Several young 
people from the group 
"Challenge" (recruited for the 
event) then served us a good 
hot soup and the meal ended 
in the joy of a large slice of 
cake to celebrate the February 
birthdays. 

 This magnificent day en-
ded with the final prayer from 
Jocelyne Declerck and mem-
bers of the Havre de Sainte 
Thérèse community... Thank 
you to all the participants and 
thank you to you Lord for 
showing us the importance of 
working Hand in hand! 
  

SUZANNE BELISLE 
Vice province coordinator 

Canada East 

Report  

Feast of Light in Canada  

 Denise Audet Gravel con-
tributed to the success of this 
celebration, along with Syl-
vain Werbrouck on the guitar.  
She sang in French, English 
and Spanish. Claude, her hus-
band, led the game, also 
much appreciated by our spe-
cial friends who had a lot of 
fun. 
 Next, Normand Veillette 
(vice province coordinator) 
introduced, with great hu-
mour, the testimonies of two 
parents (Célyne and Marga-
rita), a friend (Nathalie) and 
Steve (a member of the Holy 
Family community); this very 
talented young autistic boy 
ended his short speech by 
playing one of his composi-
tions for us on the piano, 
worthy of the greatest musi-
cians, this was a very touch-
ingçmomentæç 

Henri Major (in the center) representing Simeon  

The Canada East province 
is made up  

of 25 communities  
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First pilgrimage in Cameroon  

A  
 time of formation and 
the first pilgrimage 
were held at Nkong-

samba from 7 to 10 April 2016 
on the theme: Jesus, you have 
called us all to follow you in a 
Faith and Light community. 
 

 Of the seven communities 
in the country, six were pre-
sent at this large national 
meeting.  They were warmly 
welcomed by Abbot Bertrand 
Ngaleu, diocesan Chaplain, 
and by the two Faith and 
Light communities from 
Nkongsamba. It was a joyful 
reunion.  
 

The next day began with a 
mass, celebrated by Mgr Lam-
bert Ngamo (vicar general of 
the Bafang diocese), to offer 
our work and reflections to 
the Lord.  

 
 I presented the first talk on 
the history of Faith and Light, 
the source of inspiration of 

Report  

 During this teaching, the 
people with disabilities went 
to a workshop with Madame 
Marie Mandiesse. The things 
made were magnificent. Our 
friends are very talented! 
 

In the presence of and fol-
lowing Mary, in a procession, 
we meditated on the Myste- 
ries of Faith and Light. 

 
 This very busy and rich day 
ended with the beautiful 
prayer of Faith and Light and 
the Regina Caeli. 
 
 9 April was the day of the 
long awaited pilgrimage! The 
procession set off at 8 am to 
the sanctuary, punctuated by 
songs and the recitation of 
the rosary. On arrival at the 
site, after some activities, the 
mass was celebrated by Fa-
ther Innocent Feugna Eugna, 
vicar general of the diocese of 
Nkongsamba and Abbot Ber-
trand, our national chaplain.  

the source of inspiration of 
Jean Vanier and Marie-Hélène 
Mathieu, the memory and 
thanksgiving for what they 
did.  45 years after its founda-
tion, what is the role of Faith 
and Light today and how 
might the movement look in 
2025æç 
 

The second teaching was 
given by Abbot Bertrand 
Ngaleu on the importance 
and meaning of the washing 
of the feet. It is all about spiri-
tuality. We should learn to 
put ourselves at the service of 
others. 

 

 The third teaching in the 
afternoon was presented by 
Mgr Lambert Ngamo on the 
theme: Mary, Mother of God 
and the Church. Mary has a 
great place in Faith and Light 
because it was at Lourdes 
that the couple, Gérard and 
Camille Profit, entrusted their 
severely disabled children, 
Loïc and Thaddée, to Mary. 

FOLLOWING THE FORMATION THAT TOOK PLACE IN BENIN AT THE BEGINNING OF SEPTEMBER 2015, THE CAM-

EROONIANS, WHO HAD NOT COME IN AS MANY NUMBERS AS THEY WANTED DUE TO THE FAILURE OF AN AIR 
COMPANY, DECIDED TO LAUNCH A NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE PROJECT TO NKONGSAMBA AND USE THE OCCA-

SION TO HAVE A TIME OF FORMATION ENCAPSULATING THE TEACHING GIVEN IN BENIN.  WE ARE VERY HAPPY 
THAT THIS EVENT, A FIRST FOR THIS COUNTRY, WAS ABLE TO TAKE PLACE, BECAUSE IT SHOWS THAT THE COM-

MUNITIES OF A COUNTRY NEED TO GET TOGETHER AND MEET REGULARLY FOR CELEBRATIONS, PILGRIMAGES, 
FORMATIONèééTHE OTHER COUNTRIES AT THIS FORMATION SESSION LAST SEPTEMBER (NIGERIA, BENIN, 
TOGO, BURKINA FASO, IVORY COAST) SHOULD BENEFIT FROM THE IMPETUS GIVEN AND DEVELOP THE NET-

WORK OF COMMUNITIES THAT ARE TOO REMOTE (ONE SINGLE ONE PER COUNTRY) IN ORDER TO BE ABLE, IN 
THEIR TURN, TO INITIATE SUCH PROJECTS!  GHANA, WHERE A COMMUNITY STARTED A FEW WEEKS AGO, 
SHOULD ALSO JOIN THIS MOVEMENT (SEE FOLLOWING PAGE)!  SISTER ANNE-MARIE NGONO, WHO COORDI-

NATES ACTIVITIES IN FAITH AND LIGHT IN CAMEROON, AND ABBOT BERTRAND NGALEU, THE NATIONAL CHAP-

LAIN, INSTIGATED THIS PROJECT; IT IS SISTER ANNE-MARIE WHO IS TELLING US ABOUT THIS BEAUTIFUL EVENT! 
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Mgr Vicar General much ap-
preciated the initiative of this 
pilgrimage and this meeting.  
He keenly encouraged all the 
work that everyone showed 
in the field.  
 
In the afternoon, we visited 
theçbishopòsçpalaceçandçtheç
cathedral. And in the evening, 
some sketches and plays 
were presented to us by the 
two communities from Nkon-
gsamba. A beautiful evening 
of laughter and learning! 
 
 The last day, Sunday, was 
closed with a mass in the Ca-
thedral of Nkongsamba.  
Then a hearty breakfast was 
served before hitting the road 
for the return journey (thanks 
toç ofç generosityç ofç Nanouòsç
mum).  
 
 This was a good time of 
conversation and sharing of 
experiences, which restored 
our courage for the mission 
despite the problems:  
 
¶ the lack of means to subsi-

dise the needs of those with 
a disability; 

¶ the lack of understanding of 
the clergy and society; 
¶ the rejection of the move-

ment by the parents; 
¶ the lack of structures for 

their formation; 
¶ theçinsultsçæ 
  
Wishes for the future: 
  
¶ to regularly meet at least 

one a year; 
¶ the hope of much more 

commitment so as to lead 
to the birth of new commu-
nities. 

  
SISTER ANNE-MARIE NGONO 

 Cameroon Leader 
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A  
t the beginning of 
April, representatives 
of the Rainbow pro-

vince met in la Misère on the 
island of Mahé in the Sey-
chelles for a province assem-
bly. The choice of this loca-
tion was linked to the fact 
that this year, the Seychelles 
are celebrating their fifteenth 
anniversary! 
 

 It was a bit complicated to 
get to Port Victoria from 
Paris. The timetables were 
changed several times before 
the return flight was can-
celled! As a result, I left a little 
earlierçbyçgoingçviaæçReunĳ
ionçIslandç(whichçisnòtçreallyç
the way). This allowed me to 
meet a few people from the 
Chaudron and St Suzanne 
communities at the home of 
Sylvie Pelletier, who was kind 
enough to pick me up from 
the airport. I was thus able to 
see my Reunion friends again 
and talk about life in the Re-
union communities. Sadly, I 
was unable to see a lot of the 
magnificent countryside of 
this beautiful island!   
 

 I was then, with all the Re-
union group gathered at the 
airport, taken by plane to 
Port Victoria where we were 
made really welcome by 
those who had already ar-
rived and who had prepared 
this assembly with Judex Vio-
lette, the vice-international 
coordinator who accompa-
nies this province. On the 
following morning, we 

 We began with mimes: the 
founding of Faith and Light 
with the Proffit family, Jean 
Vanier and Marie-Hélène 
Mathieu, and the mime of the 
parable of the prodigal son in 
this jubilee year of Mercy.  
Then there were times of re-
flection on the charter and 
on the identity and mission, 
interspersed with times of 
sharing. During the meal-
times, we were able to taste a 
few samples of local cuisine, 
including shark! The first day 
ended with the washing of 
the feet, a first for many peo-
ple; but as always, it hap-
pened with a much medita-
tion and communion. 

The second day was dedi-
cated to the actual assembly; 
we took the time to really 
discern what the priorities or 

started the meeting with 
sixty participants. The theme 
chosençwas:çïLet us walk hand 
inéhandéwithéMercifuléJesusò.é 
Right away, there was an 
extraordinary atmosphere 
with very cheerful music 
and songs; it must be said 
that there was an extraordi-
nary leader, Marie-Claire, 
who made for a terrific at-
mosphere!  
 

 The day was a perfect ex-
ample of what is experienced 
at Faith and Light: times of 
celebration and feast, times 
of prayer and praise, times of 
sharing and times of friend-
ship. I was very pleased to 
meet my friends Lucas and 
Christye that I knew from a 
zone meeting in Mauritius in 
2007; I was touched that they 
had not forgotten me! 

Report  

Ambiance of the islands  

Christiane and Christye  


