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So during each of our
pilgrimages, let us show that
our communities, which
remain as always like small
twinkling lights, with their
smallness and fragilities, can

shine in the world like stars
in the universe (Ph 2, 15),
li ke ostars t

(The Little Prince)




All the province coordinators with about ten chaplains from various Christian
denominations and the International Coordination Team met in Lourdes at the end
of January 2011. In total, about one hundred people representing 79 countries from
five continents met with the theme:d have come to bring fire on the earth and
how | wish it were already kindled!é
Henri Major, President, was also there because it was a unique opportunity for him
to meet the province coordinators.

This Council of Coordinators meeting was held at Cité Saint Pierre where we were
very warmly welcomed (despite the very, very chilly temperature!!); it is important to
remember that Mgr Jean Rodhain, the founder of Secours Catholique and of Cité
Saint Pierre, was one of the first to support the idea of Jean Vanier and Ma#i&éne
Mathieu to have a big pilgrimage to Lourdes in 1971!

Extra!

The main strength of this Council has been the love and friendship that prevails between
us all. | notice it at every meeting but this time, it was even more marked, extra, extra!
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| am very happy to welcome you to Lourdes for the
meeting of the Council of Coordinators.

It is not new for Faith and Light to meet in Lourdes; we are
0Oat homed herel! But to holc
provinces of Faith and Light, this is a first!

The new constitution has been in operation for a little more than two years and

already we already see how these new structures are well adapted to Faith and Light
today; how they can give life, how they allow for better accompaniment at all levels.
Today we bring into operation paragraph 65 of the constitution:

0The Coordinators Council gives life t
International Coordinator. The role of the Coordinators Council is to be a place of
sharing between the different coordinators in order to seek together the will of God
for the movement and to be of service to people with intellectual disabilities and
Faith and Light communities within the spirit of the Charter. The Coordinators
Council provides an opportunity for mutual support and formation for the provincial
coordinators. It is a time of reflection when coordinators have the opportunity to
deepen their understanding of the aims of Faith and Light and the ways in which the
movement operates. It is also a time where a true international community is
created. o

That is our aim over the next few days: to give life, to share, to seek together God
will, to support each other, to form, to reflect, to deepen our understanding, to
createé What a program! And | believe t
and to support us in these tasks!

We will then each return to our provinces and to our communities to live the
festivities and celebrations for the 40th anniversary of Faith and Light, our hearts
full of messages of joy for all!

Ghislain du Chéné
International Coordinator



Ghislain du Chéné, the International Coordinator, and
Father Isaac Martinez, the International Chaplain, lit a
large candle with the 40 years of Faith and Light logo on
it. This candle remained lit until the end of the Council
meeting. And even afterwa
St Pierre. During each pilgrimage, it will be 4i¢ and will
burn there, in Lourdes, our birthplace, as a sign of
thanksgiving.

The opening session was held in the presence of
Monsignor Jacques Perrier, the Bishop of Tarbes and
Lourdes: he read the message from the Pope that we had
received a few days before and spoke to us about the
links between Lourdes and Faith and Light; in particular,
he told us how much the pilgrimage had changed minds in
Lourdes and that Faith and Light was now part of the
genetic make up of Lourdes! Ghislain thanked him for his
welcome and told him how much Lourdes was also part of
the genetic make up of Faith and Light!

Henri Major, the President of Faith
and Light International, told us his joy
at being able to attend this first
Council of Coordinators meeting. A
historic moment that will be a time of
reflection, training and exchange for
everyone.

Each person will leave on Wednesday February 2, the da
of the Feast of the Light, like a small flame to carry the
message of the joy of Faith and Light to the world in order|
to give even more life to the communities across the
world.



Message of Benedict XVI

jdff

the occasion of the celebrations to mark the

Oth anniversary of the foundation of the
international Movement Faith and Light, His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI sends his warmest wishes to th
Coordinators Council and to all the members of the
Movement, assuring them of his prayer that God make
the work, which began with the Easter 1971 pilgrimage
to Lourdes, flourish. Since then, many Faith and Lig
communities have grown throughout the world. Ma
they repeat to the heart of each disabled person the
words of Pope Paul VI : 0
you areo and help him to
with peace and joy within, surrounded by brothers ang
sisters who are happy to share with them the love tha
God brings in this blessed way to the smallest anc
weakest! May the celebration of this anniversary be &
joyful message of hope for disabled people, for thei
families and their friends!

His Holiness wholeheartedly sends all members of thé
international Movement Faith and Light an affectionate

Apostolic Blessing.
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone,
Secretary of States to His Holiness




For most of the attendees, it was the first time that they had taken part in an
international meeting. The first evening was therefore dedicated to introductions.
Each Vice International Coordinator named the province coordinators that he guides.

A trip across the world given rhythm by
a trip was strengthened by showing a PowerPoint presentation that introduced the
locations of the province pilgrimages for the 40anniversary celebrations.

A small tour of the province world

Agathe Desfossés,France, introduced:

1 Raymonde Mouro,France Sparkling East

|| fJulienMarcel, | e de France Oues
. TMichel Tabbagh,0Par i s et |l e Levan
1 Michéle Coevoet, France North

1 Luc Bertrand, Belgium

The provinces will go on pilgrimages to Lourdes,
Lisieux and Ars in France and to Banneux in
Belgium.

Anne-Marie Pike, New Zealand, introduced:

fGerardine Ryan ( Sout h Korea), oLi ght of t he
Orientéd (South Kor ea, 1 Jap
Taiwan)

fvalerie Jaques ( Mal aysi a),
Asi a6 (Mal aysia, Philip
fMary de Leijer, (New Zeal an
Crossdé (Australia and N
The provinces will go on pilgrimages to Waikanae i
New Zealand, to Nara in Japan and to Plentong ir®
Malaysia.
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Darius Chmieliauskas, Lithuania,

introduced:
i Father Donald Lucey (Catholic) and
j ! Reverend Marian Crawford
= Ty e " ‘ (Methodist), UK North. We were very

sorry that the Province CoordinatoAnn
Emmott, was unable to join us for
personal reasons.

" Al
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1 Elisabeth Neame UK South

I Mary Grimes,Ireland andFather lan Fee

7 Uliana Roy, Ukraine, andFather Martin Chomiw.

{Olga Gurevitch( Russi a) , oBet ween the Seaso (G
Russia and Slovakia) was also absent for personal reasons. She was really
missed!

The provinces will go on pilgrimages to Lourdes in France, Knock in Ireland and
Lviv in Ukraine.

Fred Seagren United States, introduced:

1 Lise Thériault, Canada East.

1 Céline Lagace, Canada West, andTim
Dobbin (Anglican priest).

1 Maggie Demco, USA East.

1 Eileen Hermes,USA West.

The provinces will go on pilgrimages tg

Our Lady of the Snows in the USA and t

Sainte Anne de Beaupré in Canada.

Joanna Koczot Poland, introduced:

1 Marta Baryla, Poland North andFather
Dariusz Rilko.

1 Renata Nader, Poland Center.

1 Krystyna Pustowiak, Poland West.

1 Agnieszka Majek, representing Anna
Wolska, Poland South.

The provinces will go on pilgrimages to

Gora, Krakow, Krolowej and Warsaw i

Poland.



Lucia Casella, Italy, introduced:

1 AngelaGrassi O Fi u me
Paced (ltaly Nor

7 Stefanodi Franco, 0 Ki mat a
Centre, Greece, Cyprus)

q CarloGazzanop 0 Seas a il
Vol canoesd6 (1 tal

1 Rozi Ternik Slovenia was
representedbywe s na Knu

Rozi was unable to join us at the

last moment because of health issues but she was introduced into the heart of each

person.

i Gabrielle Luchinger, Switzerland.

The provinces will go on pilgrimages to Paola, Loreto and Rome in Italy, to Saint

Maurice in Switzerland and to Celje in Slovenia.

Ludovic de la Quintinig, France, introduced:

1 Michel and Sabine Arduino,Fr ance OENt 1
Mer s o

1 Benoit Chenut, Loire Rhéne Auvergne

1 Stéphane Vacher,France Rhéne Azur

1 Anne Cronier,France West

1 JeanRégis and Andrée Boisdron,France Centre.

The provinces will go on pilgrimages to Paray le

Moni al, Lourdes and Saint

Maria-Silvia de Jesus TavarezBrazil, introduced:

1 Marilene Dantas, dReborrd (Brazil North East)

9 Marcia-Terezinha Carlos6 Campo Bel o6 (

T The o0Bridge of Friendship
not yet have a coordinator. Mari&ilvia assumed this
responsibility before her recent election as International
Vice Coordinator.

9 Elsa Gonzales ( Me xi c 0) 0O0Open He
Mexico, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua).

The provinces will go on pilgrimages to Aparecida in Brazil,

Notre Dame de Guadalupe in Mexico and to Lima in Peru.




Mirna Hayek, (Syria), introduced:

1 Alaa kniaff, Syria andFathers Calos El Haddad(Greek
Catholic) andSamer Awad(Orthodox). i

1 Edward Amgad,Egypt North and Sudan

1 Sahar Rephat,Egypt South and Kuwait

9 Carla Waked( Lebanon) , ol LA T
North West, Armenia)

1 Rita Awad (Lebanon), Lebanon South and Jordan.

The provinces will go on pilgrimages to the Jordan Valley

in Jordan, Saidnaya in Syria, Der Dronka in Egypt and

finally in

Armenia.

YvesBertin Hirwa (Rwanda) introduced :

i Daphrose Nikwigize (Burundi),
Eastern Africa (Burundi, Kenya,
RDC Kivu, Rwanda)

fElinata Tsalamadzi (Zimbabwe)
Capricorn Africa (South Africa, RDC
Lubumbashi, Zambia, Zimbabwe)

fJudex and MarieFrance Violette ( Maur i t i us) , ORainbowd (
Island, Mauritius, Madagascar, Seychelles).
The provinces will go on pilgrimages to Madagascar and Kibeho in Rwanda.

For the provinces that do not yet have an International Vice Coordinator to guide

them and whose discernment is underwayhislain du Chénéintroduced:

1 Aslaug Espe,( Nor way), ONorthern Lightso6 (Den

1 Hetty Gommans ( Net her |l ands) , OHeart of E
Luxembourg, Netherlands).

1 Csaba Meszaros(Serbia) for the Danube province (Hungary, Romania, Serbia).

1 Alice Cabral for the Luzitania province.

Unfortunately, thed Ear t h a(fBpdin ®eha @ndd | b e r a t(SpaimSoutlc 6
and Gibraltar) provinces were not represented. Their coordinators had been unable

to attend for various reasons.

The provinces will go on pilgrimages to Steyl in the Netherlands, to Simuleu Ciuc in
Romania, to Saint Jacques de Compostelle in Spain, to Fatima in Portugal and to
Lourdes i n France. The ONorthern Liog
pilgrimage in Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Estonia.

Some countries are not attached to a province and were therefore not present.
Special attention was given to them: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ivory Coast,
Nigeria and Sierra Leone, Pakistan, Croatia, Martinique and French Guyana.
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Whi |l st al | the province coordinators

seemed a good idea to give a few words of encouragement, messages and advice.

When Jesus gathered his disciples, the Gospel writers often add that he spent time
instructing them!

Also, in Lourdes, several workshops and discussion times had been suggested:

Ghislain proposed a reflection on authority, Henri Major led a workshop on finance, a
person from the Sanctuaries communication department came and gave a talk on
communication and Philippe de la Chapelle and Caroline de la Goutte came to talk
about the special edition for the 40 years of Faith and Light project. Finally, Amgad,
Mary and Sahar came to introduce their pilgrimage project in Egypt, the pilgrimage
sadly reported on in Novemberé
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