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Editoria

G‘hi:s!gi‘n du Chéné, Internationa

n Christmas Eve, in a stable in

OBethIehem, one event changed the
course of the world. Everything

changed, everything became possible!

There is nothing exceptional about this
event: the birth of a baby. And yet, he brings
joy to heaven, and the angels sing the glory
of God! It is the beginning of a great
movement: the people who walked in darkness
have seen a great ligh{ls 9, 1) and the
shepherds and then the wise men went to
worship this weak, fragile and dependent
child. What is exceptional, is that our all
powerful God, the creator of heaven and
earth, is waiting for us in a state that, on first
sight, does not look like him:a child wrapped
in bands of cloth and lying in a mang@ruke 2,
12) could he be the one who Isaiah
announced and called: Wonderful counsellor,

Today,
everything
changes!

The Faith and Light communities are places
where we learn best how to live these radical
changes: it is the weakest, the most fragile and
the most dependent who are our masters in
making us understand the deep meaning of
the Gospel; we tell Jesus in our prayer thawe
want to live in a covenant of love in this big
family you have given us, where we can share our
sufferings and difficulties, our joys and our hope.
Yes, with our friends with a disability,
everything changes. It is they who lead us to
discover the face and the presence of Jesus,
who is waiting for us in their weakness and
their fragility. They are vital signs through
which the glory of God can manifest itself: it
does so through fragility - their own - but also
the fragility of each and every one of us; a
fragility which must be recognised and
accepted; a fragility which may become a

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peacestrength when it is not smothered by desires

(Is 9, 5)?

But nothing will be impossible with God
(Luke 1, 37); it is our imagination that makes
us believe that God cannot be close, that he
cannot expect something from us. It is this
weak, fragile and dependent child who will
tell us that we must love our enemies and
pray for those who persecute us (Mt 5, 44),
that we will be happy if we are pure in heart
(Mt 5, 8), that we will not enter the kingdom
of Heaven unless we change and become like
children (Mt 18, 3). Yes, this birth is the
promise of great changes: everything will
become possible.

for all-powerfulness.

Let us allow ourselves to be led, by the most
fragile members of our communities, to the
baby Jesus who is waiting for us, swaddled and
laid in a manger; all our sadness will disappear
and we will go away consoled. All together,
with the shepherds, we will be able toglorify
and praise God for all that we have heard and
seen(cf Luke 2, 20). Everything changesee, |
am making all things newAp 21, 5).

Let us continue our walk with young
Samuel, who would not have been the slowest
to respond to the angels' invitation to go to the
manger: merry Christmas to all! A



Super WYD In Krakow!

n 23 July, a small group

Ofrom our Faith and
Light "France entre
Deux Mers" province departed
from Castelnaudary: there
were eight of us. We took the
coach to Blagnac, to I'Arche in
the area around Toulouse, and
after 31 hours in the coach
together, we arrived in the
camp provided for I'Arche &
Co. (return with the same:
only 29 hours this time!!!).

In this camp, we joined the
Faith and Light group with a
total of fifty people. In this
"'Arche & Co" camp, there
were 500 in all: Faith and
Light, I'Arche, A bras Ouverts
and Hand Amitié. This camp
was close to the
"Miséricordiae” camp where
everyone met on the last two
days. It should be noted that

the farmer who had lent his
field had not ploughed it the
previous year so that we had a
flat piece of land, in addition

chesis led by Monsignor Dau-
court.

A very beautiful activity
with a group formed by
"Glorious”, a famous group
from Lyon, a festive atmos-

phere, ¢cibeesdc¢c (youn

who were at the service of the
camp, great meals, visits out-
side (Sister Faustina sanctuary,
birth place of John Paul Il, the
city of Krakow) and the great
event: the arrival of Pope
Francis. There was also our
facility in the camp to spend
the night under the stars. All
this went joyfully well.

What struck me most was
the availability of all these

youngg¢

know about disability, they
were so happy with this dis-
covery. | have just learnt that
all the young people who

hegdi dnot ¢ want Wekeomiposryaith and bight

either!

We were in pairs, a person
with disability and their ac-
companier. We were accom-
modated in army tents (10 in
each, on camp beds), a large
marquee for meals on one
side and the activities on the
other. We were a very close
knit group and we did the ac-
tivities together (with our yel-
low and black striped pon-
chos), Games, concerts, spiri-
tual times and visits to Kra-
k oweeg

Every morning, there was a
catechesis led by a leader
from I'Arche, with a mime and
on the last three days, a cate-

group are going to carry on
and each one is joining a com-
munity! Alleluia!!!

NOELLE

"Jour de joie
Jour de Victoire" community "

Poland has 92
communities

in four provinces.

Tfaccompanier
i beesd¢cwhoc¢cdi dgnot ¢



From Kigali to Lubumbashi

v .
AT

.

he session in Kig.i,a_ll

DURING AUGUST, JUDEX VIOLETTE THE VICE INTERNATIONALCOORDINATORFOR AFRICAAND THE INDIAN
OCEAN LED TWO FORMATIONSESSIONSONE IN KIGALI (RWANDA), THENONE IN LUBUMBASHI(DRC). HERE

ISTHESTORYOF HIS TREK..

IN KIGALI

The first three day session
was offered first of all in
Rwanda at the Kigali Good
Hope reception centre with 22
participants. They came from
Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya (with

Héléne, who has an intellec-
tual and physical disability,
asked to speak. She proposed
that, although several com-
munities are not in a position
to contribute to the subscrip-
tion and solidarity, at each

Agn~ sc¢ whoc¢ has ¢medlingeach pgreoa brisgs g

experience with I'Arche), Kivu
and Uganda. Although Bu-
rundi has closed its border
with Rwanda, two participants
made a detour in order to be
able to attend in Kigali. The
old joined the new.

We mimed Emmaus all
together. There were testimo-
nies. We worked on the iden-
tity and mission of Faith and
Light, the Charter and Consti-
tution, spirituality, individual
and collective responsibility,
ecumenism and finance. A
small anecdote: at the end of
the reflection on finance,

bit of money in accordance
with their means so that at the
end of the year the communi-
ties are able to help with the
contributions. Everyone ap-
proved and agreed to do their
utmost.

The priorities

One of the priorities was
that the Charter and Constitu-
tion be more accessible to the
community members. The
same wish was expressed by
Sister Joséphine from Uganda,
for the First Guidelines. Agnes,
from Kenya, wants to
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strengthen the communities
through regular formation
sessions in order to ensure
continuity and to go and visit
parents whose children are
hidden in their houses and
who never go out. It is impor-
tant to publicise Faith and
Light in the parishes. Lastly,
organise a holiday camp for
the communities next year.

IN LUBUMBASHI

It was only at the last min-
ute that my visa dropped
through my letterbox after
many twists and turns. Kath-
ryn, the leader of the

T Capricornc¢g Africadc

was not able to come due to
the fact that she was not able
to be vaccinated against yel-
low fever.

Amongst the 34 partici-
pants, there were a lot of new



Everybody

was looking forward
to have news

and to form

and young people. We were
at the home of the community

of Emmaus Benedictine nuns.
The last visit to the country
was in 2003 and everyone was
keen to have news and to be
formed. The mime of Emmaus
right at the start of the first

welcoming evening reminded

them of the beginnings of

Faith and Light in Lubum-

bashi, the past 20 years and
the future.

There was a review of the
mission and identity of Faith
and Light, accompaniment,
finance, the Charter and Con-
stitution and the prayer of the
poor person. There was a
good interaction with the par-
ticipants keen to get to know

more and deepen their knowl-
edge. The representatives of
the Protestant community
really welcomed the integra-
tion and opening up. Bruno
renewed his mandate as vice
province  coordinator  for
Lubumbashi for the last time
in order to ensure continuity.

Documents

There is a demand for Char-
ters and Constitutions, the |
First Guidelines and other
documents. We are often con-
vinced that the liberation of
means of communication is
worldwide but in a lot of Afri-
can countries this is not the
case. Many only need to |
download and print but you

uno, wearing a service apron
for a new. date

Ml Bubumbashi

PR W




Theé" EasternéA
province brings together
Burundi, Kenya, DRC Kivu
and Rwanda.

Number of communities:
Burundi 4 - Kenya 1-DRC
Kivu 4 - Rwanda 12

The "Capricorn Africa"
province brings together
South Africa, DRC
Lubumbashi, Zambia and
Zimbabwe.

Number of communities:
South Africa 5 - DRC
Lubumbashi 9 - Zambia 5
Zimbabwe 14

rarely find anyone with access
to the Internet or even the
telephone. As for the post,
parcels often never reach
their destination. How do we
send these documents?

Thank you for solidarity

The African communities
are conscious of their poverty
but they have a richness of
heart to make Faith and Light
grow in their respective coun-
tries. They need this bit of
help from the donors to con-
tinue the mission with the
poorest and smallest.

Without you, the donors,

these formation sessions
would never have taken
place. ~The communities

would like me to pass on their
thanks to you.

The first fruit is Kenya that
was reborn and has already
had a community meeting a
few days ago!

JUDEXVIOLETTE
VICEINTERNATIONACOORDINATOR

Thank you!

Without you, the donors,
these formation sessions
would never
have taken place!

A few highlights in Lubumbashi

Hello my friends,

Judex was welcomed by the Sister in charge and members o
Faith and Light Lubumbashi as well as the child Hugue and
his dad, who were the first couple from the first community in

the St Martin parish, and André Mwepu from the Methodist
ChurchosgiJordandc¢ccommunity.

On¢cFridaycevening, cwecdidc a
roadc¢ctoc¢c Emmausdoc¢c whencthecdi
participants joined Judex who elaborated on what accompa-
niment in Faith and Light is so as to give a better understand-
ing. We also found Jesus in humility, we want to be faithful to
him by entering into intimacy, by listening to others, by wel-
coming, by allowing ourselves to be transported, by giving
our heart, by explaining and by sharing bread with each
other.

The intellectually disabled person is a
whole person, a gift from God, the parents
are backed, supported in their trials, they
also support other parents, friends dis-
cover another world of love, listening and
faith. May God give us through the
strength of his Holy Spirit and always in
union of prayer.

BRUNONGOYKALUME
DRC Lubumbashi Vice provincial coordinator

¢ mi meg¢
scipl



En route

pleasure of being invited
to the Walsingham pil-
grimage where the Faith and

Light communities from the

north and south of England

meet every year. This week-
end, 70 people met to experi-
ence this unifying event to-

gether. What an opportunity

to meet Pat and Kevin, both
where at the origin of Faith

and Light in the United King-

dom! They told me all about

the beginnings of this beauti-

ful English adventure. | was
able to ask a few questions
including one that is particu-

larly important to share: Why

return to Walsingham every
year?For two reasons:

1 In the Xth century,
Walsingham became an
important place of pilgrim-
age after the Virgin Mary
appeared to the noble
Saxon woman Richeldis de
Faverches in 1061. Richel
dis received the order to
build a replica of the Holy
Family of Nazareth in hon-
our of the Annunciation.
The Holy House was built
of wood and decorated
with a statue of the Virgin
Mary on the Throne hold-
ing the Infant Jesus in her

I n September, | had the

Amel.and Céline

arms.  Throughout the
whole of the Middle Ages,
Walsingham remained one
of the most important
places of pilgrimage in
Northern Europe

1 After the Faith and Light
pilgrimage to Rome in
1975, the small English
communities that were be-
ginning to be formed met
in this symbolic location of
Walsingham and it is from
here that the movement
flourished throughout Eng-
land.

| enjoyed every minute of
this pilgrimage: we began the
day on Saturday with a long
procession through the green
countryside to the Sanctuary
during which it was proposed
that | carry the statue of the
Virgin of Walsingham with my
new friend, Amel, originally
from Eritrea and a recent
member of the Leeds Faith
and Light community. During

8

the mass that followed, we
were able to relive the Gospel
enthusiastically mimed by
members of the Faith and
Light communities. | must
confess that the sermon from
Father Donal particularly
touched me and | cannot
help sharing with you these
few passages:Faith and Light
is simplicity and dignity, Faith
and Light is prophetic for the
Church and the world, God
never abandons because we

areéall épreciousoe

In the afternoon, what a
joy to meet Mathieu and
Claire, whose older brothers
and sisters made up the local
Leeds team at the 2013 Gen-
eral Assembly!! Today, they
are both studying at high
school and have joined a
Faith and Light community in
which they are very involved.

After this time of sharing
and a delicious dinner, we



were directed to the church
hall that had been beautifully
decorated for the celebration.
| felt as if | was amongst
members of the same and
large family, gathered to
share a time of annual reun-
ion. Each person was invited
to lead a song, a dance, sug-
gest a game, tell a story,
mime, and play an instru-

Joe then proposed to us a
time of sharing and reflection
on the body, calling us to
come and put parts of a char-
acter back together again.
Those who wanted to could
talk about the usefulness of
parts of the body, the way in
which each part is precious,
unigue and vital. At the end
of this time of sharing, Kath-

ment ee¢ what ¢ e n eryng semaked him tagtonish-

joy of being together! Every-
one took part in the activities
and | was astounded by the
unbelievable range of talent
and imagination of our small
friends!

On Sunday morning, a
time of prayer and commun-
ion was proposed in the
Methodist tradition, opening
the doors between different
faiths.

During the ecumenical
sending off ceremony, Helen
invited us to light 7 candles,
each one accompanied by a
prayer intention for the Faith
and Light communities
throughout the whole world.
We ended with a prayer for
peace, thinking especially of
the communities in the Mid-
dle East.

ment its missing the noseind
we all burst out laughing.
Helen quickly cut out a nose
from coloured paper and
Kathryn placed it, joyfully and
with relief, on the character at
the centre of the circle. All the
time experienced together
was rich in teaching and love,
l ccoul dnot ¢cwai
on my return!

| would like to end by
thanking, in particular, Ann
and Midge who invited me to
this  wonderful pilgrimage.
They took me under their
wing for the whole weekend,
came to collect me from the
airport and patiently waited
for me despite the very late
time of my arrival. A thousand
thanks for their precious
friendship!
CELINEDOUDELLE
International Secretariat

tctoctal kcaboutcgiteg

The UK North province
brings together England
North and Scotland.
1 England North:

18 communities
9 Scotland: 4 communities

The UK South province
brings together England
South and Wales.

1 England South:
13 communities
9 Wales: 5 communities




Short chronicle

of an autumn weekend

friends from Aix and Mar-

seilles ("France Rhbéne
Azur") have come to visit the
Notre-Dame de Valcluse com-
munity. A super twinning, in
short, that has once more
given rise to a weekend (17
and 18 September) filled with
joy, laughter and friendship. .

Isis, a young autistic girl,
came with us for the first
time. And we began with
Marineland.

We set off in small groups.
We learnt to understand each
other and to understand

I t is the second year the

what ¢t hec¢ mums ¢ ekSisterRose, rthe enaltet s¢-

After having cheered and
clapped, seeing the Killer
whales, sea lions and dol-
phins perform gracefully, we
laughed at the pranks of the
sea lions. Isis was delighted
and gazed at all these ani-
mals. Our visit continued, dis-
covering here and there
ponds filled with exotic and
multi-coloured fish and the
penguins that are so clever at
mealtimes.

Then it was time for lunch.
Despite some grumbling
from Thibault (who abso-
lutely wanted to eat in the
restaurant), ¢
proved to be excellent and
friendodosc¢gsnack

Then on to St Paul de
Vence where the Dominican
Sisters warmly welcomed us.
What a magnificent and relax-
ing setting! After the vespers,
a meal awaited us, bright-

ened up by the good humour

perior of the convent, who
came to greet us.

During a small informal
vigil, each person got to
know the friends from an-
other community and to ap-
preciate their talents.

On Sunday morning, we
set off for the Notre-Dame de
Valcluse sanctuary, but not
without picking succulent
grapes from the abundant
vineyards of the convent.

On arrival at the sanctuary,
we gathered for a simple and
fraternal mass: the sign of
peace was widely shared.
nQumhduse; orgpnisichaing alg-
sent, it was necessary to im-

spgowise a listob songs and as

pecially a small choir that
managed really well. A joyful
meal full of exchanges with
our friends with disabilities
and their families and the
welcoming of new people.

10

For¢cthecgcdayosc¢shari

on the Holy Spirit and on the
sacrament of the confirma-
tion had been prepared by
Sister MarieRaphaélle. The
latter satisfied small and big
and especially our three fu-
ture confirmands who an-

swered with humour and
freshness the questions
asked.

When you are happy, time
passes too quickly. It was time
to go. Regretfully, we had to
leave, already hoping for a
new meeting next year.

Thank you Lord, we give
thanks for these days of love
and shared peace!

Marie-Ange OLIVIER

The province "France Rhéne

Azur" has 26 communities.




IN the sun

The sun was shining as peo-
ple arrived from all over the
South of England and Wales,
and 3 from UKNorth to
spend the next 3 days hand
in hand and it shone all the
time we are together, both in
our hearts and in the sky.
Each member brought a fab-
ric hand that they brought up
at the opening ceremony and
these made the waves be-
neath our
rays. Members also brought
up white papers hands to
represent the people in the
Province who were not able
to be at Bristol and these
were made into peace lilies
and arranged in the form of a
cross. This meant that eve-
rybody in the Province was
together in some way or an-
other.

Over the 3 days we were to-
gether we sang and prayed,
went on a treasure hunt for
gloves around the grounds,
made hand puppets and
even had nails polished! A
magician amazed us with
tricks and balloons and we
dressed up to
together. We went to Clifton
Cathedral for a service led

boat

by Sue Page our wonderful
Provincial Chaplain and then
on a boat tour around Bristol
harbour. In the evening we
had a fiesta where we even
had a visit from Elvis!

All too soon it was time to
part, but the memories of our
days together hand in hand
will last a long time

Liz NEAME
a Rrqyincigl cgoglinatar YKp@ity
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EVER AGAIN ALONE THE

ADVENTUREDF FAITHAND

LIGHT has been publis
hed in Spanish. To mark this
occasion, the two Spanish
provinces invited Marie-
Héléne Mathieu to Madrid for
the presentation and dedi-
cation of her book. We all
know of the fearlessness of
our founder. Despite her 86
years, her enthusiasm and
energy in publicising Faith
and Light is ageless! Not one
hesitation about flying to
Madrid on 30 September for
the weekend. It was siill
summer!

Saturday morning was
dedicated to the presentation
of the book. At the confe-
rence table, around Marie
Hélene, were the editor, a
mum, one of the founders of
Fe y Luz in 1971, a man with
disability and a friend. They
each gave a short testimony
on what Faith and Light has
transformed in their lives.

Marie-Héléne then told the
story of the birth of Faith and
Light and we showed a film of
the founding pilgrimage in
1971. The room was full, there

Enthusiasm and energy to announce Faith and Light

by being loyal to the mission
that we have been given to
pass on this gift received from
God. We must go on a mis
sion everywhere where there
are still people with disability
and isolated families. Finally,
in height, by thinking of all
those who are already in
heaven and who accompany
us. At each meeting, we

wer e¢c about ¢ 150 shquld praylfoe the;bistgof a

long queue formed for this
first book signing session. At
14:30, a long queue also
formed for the selfservice
lunch!

Marie-Héléne barely had
time to catch her breath
before her second talk.
Where should Faith and Light
be going? Answer: towards
more depth, width and
height! In depth, by being
faithful to our roots. In width,

community. What is the point

7

We should remain trusting
like little Theresa, take a small
step each day by carrying our
five loaves and two fishes.
We will bear fruit because
love is infinitely creative!

We have deepened this
time of talking in small sha
ring groups and then took
part in the washing of the feet
ceremony.

In the evening, there was a
concert given by a dad with

of él i feéif e iSt éhisson,dbutthetquede fpimede
John Paul II). Today, in our around Marie-Hélene again
T devel opedadc¢ c oforbobok signisgs. By thé thing

of Downs babies are gotten
rid of before their birth. Our
mission is to proclaim that
each person is unique and
their destiny is unique. Two
severely disabled children like
Loic and Thaddée have
spread Faith and Light
throughout the whole world!

12

this ended, the concert was
finished. What a pity, it seems
like it was very good!

é i

t ?e

The following morning,
breakfastgatg¢9am. ¢l
Spain!

Raul Izquierdo, vice

international coordinator, tal-
ked passionately about the



[o[ToliA-Talo N TESTTolo Mo =TI Thank you for this wonderful meeting, you gave us all a lot of energy.
and Light. What struck me Thanks to Marie -Héléne for making the effort to come. We saw in her all

about Raul was his conviction, | - (el Ean i E i
his faith and his commitment.

Thus he hammered home the
point: Faith and Light needs
young people who commit and |
agree to take on responsi
bilites and leave  half
heartedness behind. What are=
you ready to give so that Faith
and Light can live and grow? |
What are you doing in your ™
community and parish? We
have to leave the catacombs, - s ighing

we have to become known in S "l debséb
theé pari shesé i
We must go forward like the
disciples, pushed by the Holy
Spirit!

And then, the Eucharist, -
the offertory  procession
where the book and
Guidelines were given. And
already the sending off at the
end of the mass. It was so
beautiful and so unexpected %ﬂgpj}nistcrigar:g p{o'\\/li‘lr]'oejgl
for me that | am still moved. R
Marie-Héléne blessed us, 7
Raul &¢ andg¢ | ¢
founding words of Jean
Vanier in Lourdes in 1971Do
what the Holy Spirit inspires
you to do.We use these words
when blessing the provincial
coordinators and vice coOoOF
dinators, who have blessed
the community leaders, who
have blessed the community
members. To end, Marie
Héléne was sent on a mission
by the priest who was
celebrating the mass.

These two days were a
beautiful celebration punctu-
ated with songs and guitars.
But more importantly, they
awoke enthusiasm in everyone.

1)

\ /4
Raul, MusKi 'eﬁ’{es, A
her husbafid®iguel, provifi€ia! coordinatorSEiberat
between them, their son EAgko

CORINNECHATAIN
General Secretary

13



aluj] DG §gAG

(Faith and Light Cyprus)

THE THREECOMMUNITIESIN CYPRUSCELEBRATEODTHEIRTHIRTIETHANNIVERSARYNEAR LARNACA WE CAME
FROM SEVERALCOUNTRIESWHO HAVE SHAREDTHE LIFE OF THESECOMMUNITIESAT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER
THE CENTREOF ITALY AND GREECHWHO MAKE UP THE "KIMATA" PROVINCE, LEBANON, JORDAN AND SYRIA
(WHO WEREIN THESAMEZONEUNTIL 2008).

n all, sixty participants
I shared on the theme that

had been chosen: Zac-
chaeus, hurry and come down;
for | must stay at your house
today (Lk 19, 5). I will name
only one participant, Roy
Moussalli, who came from
Damascus. His presence mar
-ked the communion that
we all have for our friends in
this country and we asked
him to tell each one of us
how close we are through
prayer to all the communi-
ties in his country.

Father Théodoros, the
province chaplain, gave a
commentary on this theme
by asking us how this Gospel
continues to call out to us to-
day. First of all, there was this
improbable meeting between
Jesus and Zacchaeus, the
chief tax collector, which goes
to show how popular he was

in Jericho: can we recall when
and how our meeting with
Jesus occurred? Then comes
the call to follow Jesus: a deci-
sion that we have to renew
regularly and this call that Je-
sus throws to us leads us to
others and does not leave us
alone. Finally, Jesus went to
stay with Zacchaeus: it is im-
portant not to forget the joy
this brought to Zacchaeus,
this was a meeting that freed
him. Is this our experience?
We were then able to share
in small groups on these
guestions and this was very
fruitful.

In the afternoon, it was my
turn to speak:in what way is
Faith and Light a powerful sign
of divine mercy®Ptried to dem-
onstrate that the year of
mercy was only a practice
year, that this was going to
become the norm, that this

14

was going to become so
natural that we would only be

able to climb the stairway of
mercy, step by step, by being
in turn objects and agents of
mercy. The secret of this stair-
way is that you can only find
the first step by making your-

self small and close to the
most fragile, not by wanting

to climb alone.

In the evening, we relived
the whole story of the three
communities from Cyprus.
This was very lively and each
person enthusiastically sha
red their memories. It is very
important to remember and
regularly recall what our ori-
gins are, at the community,
country, province and inter-
national levels. The success of

Marie-eH®|1 nec¢ Mat hi eud s

"Never again alone" is very
significant. | was happy to see
the participants of all genera-
tions, | particularly remember
having spoken to a young

woman who told me that she

was in Faith and Light be-
cause her parents and grand-
parents were members and
she was the third generation

in thirty years!

The following morning
was the actual celebration: we
left by coach for the Kykkos
Orthodox monastery, in the
wooded mountains on the
west of the island. This mon-
astery shelters magnificent
treasures: mosaic, icons, fres-
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but no-one can see it as it is



so valuablei is the icon of the
mother of God painted by St
Luke and blessed by Mary
herself. There we prayed for
all the Faith and Light com-
munities  throughout the

world and for peace. A monk
very warmly welcomed us
and the pilgrimage ended

with an aperitif served in a
very beautiful room in the

monastery.

In the evening, a huge
celebration took place in our
lodgings near Larnaca, in the
presence of Bishop Youssef
Soueif, the Marion archbi
shop. Each country was able
to introduce itself and pro-
pose a song or a dance. This
finished with the tasting of
the culinary specialities that
everyone had brought, a
great time of togetherness!

On Sunday 30, a time of
discernment was planned to
appoint whoever was going
to replace Peppinos who has
accompanied the Cyprus
communities for almost ten
years. This did not involve all
the participants and gave the
others the opportunity to go
to the nearby beach: with the
beautiful weather and sum-
mer temperatures, this was
much appreciated! Marios,

one of the community coordi-

nators was elected and
agreed to follow on from Pep-
pinos. They have both been
warmly thanked for their

commitment, past and future,

in serving Faith and Light. We
were able to give thanks all
together at the mass that was
celebrated by bishop Youssef
Soueif.

A last visit to Larnaca to
discover the town and the St
Lazarus Church and then it
was time to go for the major-
ity of us. The plane timetables
allowed us to stay another
three days, invited by José-
phine, the former national
coordinator. With Isabelle and
Joséphine, we were able to
discover a small portion of
the wealth of Cyprus, histori-
cal, archaeological, artistic

Faith and Light, also (for the
latter) showed a great interest
in the concern that we have
for the smallest.
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were also able to touch on
the suffering of the separa-
tion of this country cut in two

since 1974. During our stay, |

was able to continue passing
on the message of Faith and
Light: there were important

visitors and this gave me the
chance to meet the apostolic
nuncio, Paul
gher, an orthodox prelate and
even a mufti, who as well as
knowing of and appreciating
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